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Demonstrating against the Iraq war in Chicago, 2005. photo/bob lee 



How we can 
stop the war 
against humanity 

At a time when millions of us live in poverty and 
millions more are sinking into poverty, the US gov¬ 
ernment is spending billions to prop up Israel and to 
enforce US domination of the Middle East. It should 
be clear that the war against Lebanon is part of a glob¬ 
al war on the poor. This war is in the interest of the gi¬ 
ant corporations that run the US and the world today, 
and not in the interest of the vast majority of us who 
must sell our labor power to live. 

The American people can put our country on a dif¬ 
ferent course. The question becomes, how to mobilize 
them to do so? 

Some 37 million Americans live in official poverty, 
but the government poverty line is so low, the actual 
number of poor is probably twice that high. Thirty- 
three million Americans live in households that don’t 
have an adequate supply of food. Millions are home¬ 
less, and tens of millions have no health insurance. 
And poverty is growing. As technology replaces la¬ 
bor, jobs are getting harder to find and they pay less 
and less. Our pensions and benefits are on the chop¬ 
ping block. 

Yet we are a wealthy country. Where is the money 
going? It is going into the coffers of the giant corpora¬ 
tions that control the economy and that have effec¬ 
tively become the government. While we are told 
there is no money to provide jobs, housing or health 
care, the military-industrial complex that is the 
foundation of the US economy gets about $400 billion 
per year from the US government directly, and more 
indirectly. 


The control of oil is key to the control of the 
economies of the world. For this reason, control of the 
Middle East is key to controlling the world. Histori¬ 
cally, the US has sought to control the Middle East 
through its support of Israel and through propping up 
dictatorships in most Middle East countries. Since 
World War II, Israel has received more direct aid from 
the US than any other country, a figure totaling nearly 
$100 billion since 1949, by one estimate. In recent 
years, US direct aid to Israel has been about $3 billion 
per year. And one economist argues that, if all the di¬ 
rect and indirect costs are added up, US support of Is¬ 
rael cost the US about $1.6 trillion between 1973 and 
2002 alone. 

The wealthy few take food out of the mouths of our 
children to finance their dreams of global conquest 


and limitless riches. They butcher anyone in their way 
and threaten to plunge the whole world into war. The 
threat of a global nuclear catastrophe looms on the 
horizon. And they will go on getting away with this as 
long as we let them. 

We, the people, can put a stop to this dictatorship of 
the billionaires. We must stop listening to their lies 
and start thinking for ourselves. We must organize 
ourselves around the demands of the poor, because the 
poor are forced to fight for a new society. Today’s 
poor no longer have a place in the capitalist economy; 
they have been replaced by technology. They are 
forced to fight for a cooperative society where every¬ 
one’s needs are met. By organizing ourselves around 
their struggle, we guarantee that we will stay on 
course toward a new world free of poverty and war. 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the proposition that an economic system 
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New Orleans one year later: 

Government continues to abandon the poor 


COVER STORY 


It’s been a year since Hurricane Kat¬ 
rina ravaged New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast while the government stood by 
and did nothing. For the poor of the 
Gulf Coast, especially of New Orleans, 
not much has improved, and what is be¬ 
ing done to the poor of New Orleans 
could represent the future for most of 
us, if it hasn’t happened to us 
already. New Orleans is be¬ 
ing remolded to suit the cor¬ 
porate interests that run our 
country. 

Many of the poor of New 
Orleans are still dispersed - 
they’re locked out of the city 
by the corporate government, 
or if they’ve returned, they’re 
locked out of their old neigh¬ 
borhoods. Over 200,000 peo¬ 
ple have not yet made it back 
to New Orleans. 

No federal housing repair 
or home reconstruction mon¬ 
ey has reached New Orleans 
yet. Seventy thousand fami¬ 
lies in Louisiana live in tiny 
FEMA trailers. Rents are sky¬ 
rocketing, forcing thousands 
to move into homes without 
electricity. People have been 
evicted from hotels where 
they were staying at FEMA’s 
expense, and then been ar¬ 
rested for trespassing when 
they sought shelter in aban¬ 
doned buildings in New Or¬ 
leans. While a handful of 
wealthy people and contrac¬ 
tors will profit from the “re¬ 
building” of New Orleans, 
the city is being remade according to the 
corporate vision: with no poor people. 

What little remains of public educa¬ 
tion in New Orleans is being privatized. 
The teachers union, the largest in the 
state, has been told there will be no col¬ 
lective bargaining. Public healthcare is 
in crisis; the city’s big public hospital is 
still closed. 

Using the excuse of “fighting crime,” 
the state has brought the National 
Guard back into New Orleans to con¬ 
tain the poor. 

Public housing has been boarded up 
and fenced off, and the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) in June announced plans to de¬ 
molish 5,000 public housing units. HUD 
plans to let private companies develop the 
sites as what they claim will be “mixed 
income” communities. Yet the 4,000 fam¬ 
ilies locked out of public housing since 
Katrina are not allowed to return. 


Meanwhile, the Democratic National 
Committee held a conference in New 
Orleans in April to discuss its midterm 
election strategy. And they said nothing 
of any substance about what is being 
done to the poor of the Gulf Coast, 
making more clear than ever that the 
Democrats are just another party of big 
business. 

But the people of New Orleans are 
fighting back. Public housing residents 
recently filed a class-action suit against 


HUD and the Housing Authority of 
New Orleans to try and halt the demoli¬ 
tion plans. Public housing residents and 
their supporters have marched on the 
French Quarter, the city’s main tourist 
area, to publicize their plight and give 
mock “eviction” notices to residents of 
that wealthy area, calling for “mixed in¬ 
come” development of the French 
Quarter. A tent city has been created 
across from the St. Bernard public 
housing development, to draw attention 


to the struggle. The poor are taking 
matters into their own hands, and this is 
how the struggle has to be waged. 

The protesters demand the basic hu¬ 
man right to safe, decent, and sanitary 
housing; the unconditional Right of Re¬ 
turn for all people displaced by Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina; the preservation, not 
privatization, of all current public hous¬ 
ing stock; and the reopening of all pub¬ 
lic housing. 

The fact is, there are mini-Katrinas 
going on across the country. Pub¬ 
lic education, housing and health¬ 
care are being demolished across 
the country. As globalization and 
labor-replacing technology elimi¬ 
nate jobs and drive down wages, 
the giant corporations that really 
govern this country are eliminat¬ 
ing services for labor they don’t 
need, and privatizing formerly 
public services as new sources of 
profit. The entire country will be 
turned into some version of New 
Orleans unless we fight to stop it. 

We are not just up against bad 
people, but a bad system, a capi¬ 
talist system that is creating pover¬ 
ty. Advanced technology in the 
hands of the corporations creates 
poverty and unemployment. That 
same technology in the hands of 
the people can guarantee all of us 
everything we need to thrive. Ei¬ 
ther the corporations are going to 
run the country in their interest 
and destroy it in the process, or 
we, the people are going to take 
these corporations over and run 
them in the interest of the working 
class, which is the majority. It’s 
that simple. The future is up to us. 



Katrina survivor searching for clothing in Waveland, Mississippi last year. 
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Health care is a 
sacred human right 


BY CASANOVA 


Casanova is the founding di¬ 
rector of Artists for a Better 
America in New York City and a 
leader of the Poor Peoples Eco¬ 
nomic Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign. He talked to Spirit of the 
Revolution during the recent 
National Truth Commission 
held in Cleveland, Ohio. 

My testimony 
at the National 
Truth Commis¬ 
sion was about 
health care, and 
especially the 
Medicaid cuts 
happening in 
New York City, 
and everywhere 
else across the 
country. They’re 
also threatening 
to cut SSI, the payments that dis¬ 
abled people depend on to sur¬ 
vive. They are eliminating 
community centers and adult day 
programs for the disabled, in¬ 
cluding people with HIV like me. 
Without centers, where will we 
go for fellowship, services, and 
our mental stability? 

As I told the Commission, 
Medicaid cuts equal certain 
death. I take 31 pills a day and 2 
insulin shots. Without these med¬ 
icines I will not survive. If these 
cuts take place, the revolution 
will start today. Our families will 
not just sit there and watch us die. 

If we do not act, we will see 
people in New York City and 
America literally lying in the 
streets and dying in front of our 
eyes. It’s biblical, like the 
plagues of Egypt or the leper 
colonies of Jesus’ time. 

My relationship with Jesus 
started when I was living in the 
Tompkins Square Tent City 
back in the 1980s. One morning 
a Christian brother from New 
Jersey took me by the arm and 
helped me up out of the snow 
where I was sleeping. At that 
time, I was too caught up in my 
addiction so I could not re¬ 
spond. But a seed was planted. 
Later, that same group of Chris¬ 
tians began to feed 2-300 home¬ 


less people every Saturday af¬ 
ternoon. When I saw that kind 
of belief in God, it made me 
want to believe too. 

Jesus was a teacher but he 
also took action. He healed the 
sick and stood up for the poor. 
Now Jesus is my mentor, my 
teacher, and my motivator. 

The only way to avoid cata¬ 
strophe is to build a movement 
for universal 
health care. If 
the law says 
everyone will 
get the same 
treatment, then 
you can be sure 
that everyone 
will get good 
treatment. We 
all know that 
today the rich 
get richer and 
the poor get poorer. Sometimes 
we don’t realize that this means 
the sick get sicker. Look around 
at the poor peoples movement. A 
lot of us are sick, and many of us 
can’t get the right treatments and 
medications. 

Lrom now on, all my artwork 
will be about health care. I will 
paint people who have HIV, can¬ 
cer, and other illnesses. It’s not 
enough anymore to just talk 
about unity. We have to set our 
personalities aside and work to¬ 
gether to save lives. We have to 
stay in communication and share 
articles, photos, and newspapers. 


The American people are confronting a system that denies health care to millions. 
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A Woman 
Gives 

A woman gives food to a hungry hand. 

The law says that it is contraband. 

That law must fall, must lose its teeth, 
must gum along the desolate streets 
and come to the line where blessed soup 

Food 

is smuggled in between the lips, 
and know subversion for what it really is 

for Sarah Menefee 

and how this mean-lawed land is dead without it. 


— Jack Hirschman 

Jack Hirschman is Poet Laureate of San Francisco. This poem was published in his book, “Endless Threshold.” A thousand-page anthology of his 
long poems, called “Arcanes,” is now in print. Send $64 (or $120 to include artwork inserted in the book from the author). Send to Jack 

Hirschman, POB 26517, San Francisco, CA 94126. For speaking engagements, call Speakers for a New America at 800-691-6888. 
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printed monthly, and depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from readers. If you have something to contribute, feel free. 
Contact us: c/o Boxholder, P.O. Box 720821 • San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@lrna.org 


"If we do not act, we 
will see people in 
New York City and 
America literally lying 
in the streets and dying 
in front of our eyes." 
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The California prison crisis 
and California’s Central Valley 



We flood Mendota City Hall with people (us) & 
with paper (1200 petitions) all saying jNO! 
to prison in our town. 



Mendota, Calif., community members protest a planned prison. 
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BY DEBBIE REYES 

The State of California 
has the largest and most 
expensive prison 
population in the nation. 

The majority of the prisons are located 
in the Central Val¬ 
ley, stretching 
from Bakersfield 
to Redding, Cali¬ 
fornia. Over 70% 
of those incarcer¬ 
ated are people of 
color. Approxi¬ 
mately 41% are 
African Ameri¬ 
cans, with Latinos 
as the second 
largest population 
locked up. Ap¬ 
proximately 74% 
of the incarcerated 
are jailed for non-violent crimes. A 
prison over crowding crisis of great mag¬ 
nitude exists in the California prisons. 
The prison crisis reflects the racism and 
classism at its worst, in a system that 
dates back to the days of slavery. One 
has to question the motive of this modem 
day slavery institution. Is this by acci¬ 
dent or by design? 

Recently, California’s governor 
called for a special legislative session 
in Sacramento to address prison over¬ 
crowding. A session will convene in 
August to review funding possibilities 
for building more prisons. This action 
makes taxpayers wary. Runaway 
prison spending is compounded by the 
state’s failure to resolve underlying so¬ 
cial problems in poor communities 
where the vast majority of the incarcer¬ 
ated individuals come from. 

California’s prison crisis is further 
shamed by legislative reports that ex¬ 
pose a 90% recidivism rate, the highest 
in the nation. With an approximate $9 
billion annual budget, there’s only one 
industry that is positioned to gain from 
this failed system — the prison indus¬ 
try and the prison guards union. The 


California Correctional Peace Officers 
Association (CCPOA) is working to 
increase a budget that puts it as the 
largest union in the state. In alliance 
with them, and recorded in their cam¬ 
paign contributions, is our very own 
Central Valley legislative lawmakers. 

The Central Valley is the most im¬ 
poverished area in the nation. The pol¬ 
icy to build more prisons to reduce 


overcrowding intensifies the disparity 
and poverty in the Valley and poses 
questions about the goal of the legisla¬ 
ture to address serious social issues. 
Billions of dollars in any community, 
but especially in the Central Valley, 
could create safe and healthy neighbor¬ 
hoods by expanding education and re¬ 
habilitation programs. It could provide 
free health care and counseling, and en¬ 
vironmentally toxic communities could 
breathe clean air or drink clean tap wa¬ 
ter. This is why the California Prison 
Moratorium Project calls for a morato¬ 
rium of all prison building in the state. 

The California Prison Moratorium 
Project (CPMP) seeks to educate com¬ 
munities about alternatives to prisons. 
Currently we are focused on the new Su¬ 
per Youth Juvenile Detention Center be¬ 
ing built in the Central Valley. This 
facility will have 1400 beds. There are 
four phases, and Phase I is complete, 
costing taxpayers $150 million, with $24 
million donated by the California Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections. Yet our communi¬ 
ties have experienced huge budget cuts 
and millions of dollars in deficits. Ac¬ 
cording to the County, final construction 


won’t be until 2040: they’re building a 
jail for children whose grandparents 
haven’t even been born yet! 

WHAT DO WE DO? 

We have a responsibility to stop this 
project now, and to cancel construction 
of Phases II, III, and IV. We need to 
redirect resources from the jail into 
schools, housing, after school pro¬ 


grams, jobs, and healthcare for young 
people in Fresno, not incarceration. 

The California Prison Moratorium 
Project is building a campaign to “Stop 
the Juvenile Jail.” Getting involved 
starts with giving us a call: Debbie Reyes, 
OSI Fellow; California Prison Morato¬ 
rium Project Center on Race Poverty 
and the Environment, 559-916-4370, 
http://prisonactivist.org/pmp/. 



California Chapter of National Action Network Supports Moratorium Project 

The heart of the community is the church. When the heart stops pumping blood, the body dies. Today the community has 
died because the church has refused to get involved. The young men and women are going to the slaughterhouse like cat¬ 
tle, to be sold like a piece of meat. This is the new free slave labor plantation of America! 

— Rev. Floyd D. Harris Jr., California State President of NAN, Phone: 559-264-0097 or 559-803-0286 or www.nancal.org. 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries 
to debate why a cooperative society is a 
practical solution to the problems people 
are fighting out. We welcome your 
thoughts about the articles we are running 
and we welcome your articles. You can 
view all articles at www.peoplestribune.org. 
E-mail info@peoplestribune.org or write: 
People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, 
IL 60654 

The ‘work ethic’ 
and the electronic 
age 

BY BOB LEE 


Why do we work? Most people 
would probably answer, “Because I 
have to if I want to eat, and because it’s 
expected.” But consider these two facts: 
First, the wealthy few who tell the rest 
of us to get a job don’t do any work 
themselves, and second, we’re moving 


rapidly toward a society where no one 
will have to “work” in the traditional 
sense. 

The “work ethnic” is the idea that a 
person who is physically and mentally 
able to is expected to work for a living. 
It has roots in both necessity and a cap¬ 
italist inspired morality. 

Historically, we worked out of neces¬ 
sity, to survive. When capitalism arose, 
the capitalists needed our labor, and 
they ensured that work was also seen as 
a moral obligation. 

Work is considered our contribution 
to society. We are taught that hard work 
will be rewarded — anybody can get 
ahead if they work hard enough. And 
we’re taught that we have to compete 
with one another for the best jobs. 

But it’s becoming clear that there is a 
real contradiction between the work 
ethic and reality. 

There are not enough jobs to go 
around. And for many of us, the jobs we 
do have don’t pay enough. Most of us 
never do “get ahead,” no matter how 
hard we work. Indeed, many homeless 
people are working full-time. 

On top of this, the work ethic is used 


against us. The powers that be in this 
country use it to turn us against one an¬ 
other. They get us to believe that some 
people are unemployed simply because 
they don’t want to work. The country is 
in crisis because we’ve turned our 
backs on “traditional values,” we’re 
told. 

And what about the handful of capi¬ 
talists? What do they do, besides sit 
back and watch the money roll in? 

In any case, the world is changing in 
a profound way. It is making the capi¬ 
talist “work ethic” obsolete. Our jobs 
are being taken by computers and ro¬ 
bots. The jobs that are being downsized 
today are never coming back. We are 
moving steadily toward a workless so¬ 
ciety, meaning one where most of the 
work is done by machines, not people. 

We are at the dawn of an age where 
we no longer need to work, at least not 
in the traditional sense, because soci¬ 
ety’s new electronic tools are so pro¬ 
ductive that they are eliminating jobs 
and also creating unlimited abundance. 
All of us could have a high standard of 
living, without “working” in the sense 
of selling our labor power to someone 


else. 

We need to redefine the work ethic in 
terms that reflect the interest of the ma¬ 
jority of the people. In a workless soci¬ 
ety, there won’t be any “jobs” in the 
traditional sense to compete for, and no 
need to compete just to eat. But there 
will be things that need doing. Each of 
us will have the opportunity to make a 
contribution, whether it’s rearing our 
children, providing health care, or 
building housing. In return, each of us 
will get what we need to live full and 
satisfying lives. 

We have to ask ourselves, what is a 
moral person today? Is it someone who 
denounces those who can’t find work 
and supports the dog-eat-dog competi¬ 
tion of a failing capitalism? Or is it 
someone who recognizes that they’re 
part of society, and that they have com¬ 
mon interests with all who must sell 
their labor power in order to live? Our 
morality, our “work ethnic” today must 
reflect both the electronic age that has 
dawned and the moral and political 
struggle that has been spawned by the 
resulting crisis. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

800 - 691-6888 www.speakersforanewamerica.com 


Ted Quant, Director of the 
New Orleans Twomey Center 
for Peace Through Justice 
shared these thoughts on the 
city’s housing crisis: 

“New Orleans was wiped 
out by the storm and the hous¬ 
es haven’t been rebuilt. So 
thousands of people have no 
houses to return to. Those who 
have the means are paying exorbitant 
rents. Many landlords here are not big 
capitalists who own giant apartment build¬ 
ings. Many are working class and lower 
middle class people who owned “shotgun” 
houses — where the landlord lives on one 
side and rents out the other side. 

In the Lower 9th Ward, many Blacks 
owned their homes, bought and paid for 
when there were many unionized jobs in 
industry and on the river. (Louisiana was 
once highly unionized and is the only 
state to defeat “Right to Work” legislation 
in the deep South.) Their children inherit¬ 
ed the houses. Many shotgun doubles 
were mortgaged and people still owe that 
money. Many were not insured or under¬ 
insured. The Small Business Adminis¬ 


tration (SBA) is denying or de¬ 
laying rebuilding loans, and 
they no longer have tenants 
whose rent helped pay the mort¬ 
gage. They can’t rebuild and 
provide housing for themselves 
or for renters who desperately 
need it. 

Making things more desper¬ 
ate, HUD has decided to demol¬ 
ish public housing developments, like the 
Lafette Housing Development where 800 
families lived. That development was not 
severely damaged. The residents fighting 
for their community are being locked out. 
The poor are scattered all over the coun¬ 
try, running out of LEMA money, and 
unemployment benefits, and their voices 
are excluded from rebuilding planning 
processes. There are jobs here, but where 
are you going to stay? The poor are pil¬ 
ing up with relatives who didn’t get 
flooded. So the housing question is des¬ 
perate and complex.” 

Ted Quant is available to speak 
through Speakers for a New America. 
Call 800-691 -6888, or e-mail 
info @ speakersforanewameri ca. com. 



Ted Quant 
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Homeless, and dreaming of a home, illustration/lauren Alexander 
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‘Water Warriors’ 


A film about the fight for water 


BY SANDY REID 


Elizabeth Miller is director and producer 
of “Water Warriorsan upcoming film 
about one community’s determination to 
fight the seemingly inevitable path of water 
privatization. (See a short version at 
http:llwww.mediathatmattersfest.org/6lwa- 
ter_warriors/) 

PT: Why did you become a filmmaker? 

Liz Miller: I think of myself as an 
educator who makes films. In all of 
my films, I represent strong women fac¬ 
ing challenges and making a difference. 
In “Water Warriors” there are many 
strong women represented: Marian 
Kramer and Maureen Taylor of Welfare 
Rights, who have been defending the 
rights of poor women for years. Gloria 
Pogue, an employee of the water plant 
who has been working under adverse 
conditions to deliver clean water to res¬ 
idents every day of the year. Vallory 
Johnson, facing difficulties paying her 
bills, turns her personal pain and loss 
into a powerful grassroots campaign. 
Each of these women are tirelessly 
working to make sure everyone in 
Highland Park (Mich.) has access to 
water. 

PT: Why did you go to Highland 
Park, Michigan? 

LM: I wanted to tell a story that 
would wake Americans up to the fact 
that the way we use and pay for water 
is changing and will continue to 
change. People say that water is be¬ 
coming the liquid gold of the 21st cen¬ 
tury but what does this mean and who 
will this impact the most? I heard of 
Highland Park because of the extraordi¬ 
nary bills some residents were receiving 
— some as high as $10,000. It didn’t 
make sense to me, how a city situated 
next to the largest body of fresh water 
in the world, the Great Lakes, would 
have residents going without water. I 
wanted to learn more and find out what 
was going on. What also drew me to 
Highland Park was the challenge the 
community faces as a post-industrial 
city. Highland Park is not alone in this 
sense — many cities in Michigan and 
throughout the country are in dire finan¬ 
cial straights. So, I have been trying to 
connect the struggle of water to post-in¬ 
dustrial economics, race and poverty. 

PT: Who is in the film? 

LM: The film collects the voices of 
many people in the community — the 
financial managers, city council mem¬ 
bers, citizens, and community organiz¬ 
ers. It also features workers in the water 
plant — their perspective and very real 
challenges. By looking at one commu¬ 
nity facing serious financial constraints 




Fighting for water in the Detroit 

and the prospect of water privatization, area. 

I hope that viewers will connect this sit- photos/michigan welfare rights 

uation to their own community and be¬ 
gin to think about who does and should 
manage the water in their own commu¬ 
nities. 

PT: What solutions are offered? 

LM: Water Warriors presents a com¬ 
munity in crisis, but it also presents the 
powerful enactment of local participa¬ 
tion in finding solutions to the problems 
of our times.To ensure that all residents 
in Highland Park can access water, the 
residents design and propose a water af¬ 
fordability plan that they draft with the 
support of a water utilities expert based 
in Boston. Individuals will figure out 
what is best for their own community 
but what is essential is that they express 
their voice and take part in finding solu¬ 
tions. 

Michigan Welfare Rights members are 
available to speak about lessons of the 
global struggle for water. Also, donations 
are needed to complete the 60-minute film. 

Contact Speakers for a New America for 
speaking availability or donations at 800- 
691-6888. 

Water has been cut off to 
about 422 homes per week 
in the City of Detroit, and 
45,000 were cut off last 
year. The community just 
won a Water Affordability 
Plan, but they will have to 
monitor it to insure the 
victory is not stolen from 
the people. 


Water Activists Speak Out 
at ‘Water Symposium’ 

Below are comments from some activists who attended the Water Sympo¬ 
sium at the Midwest Social Forum in Milwaukee on July 7, 2006: 

“At night people come outside with their porch lights off with buckets 
and hoses attached to houses. What kind of nightmare is it when 45,000 
people are without water? I don’t care what anyone says — you know 
you can’t turn off water. We need to say Stop! We’re not going to do this 
anymore. We’re going to start fresh!”— Maureen Taylor, Director, 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 

“Youth have the power to do something. Water isn’t something that you 
should be able to get simply because you’re rich.”— Domiana Alexan¬ 
der, East Michigan Environmental Action Council 

“Communities feel forced to privatize when their 100 year old pipe sys¬ 
tems are crumbling.”— Jessica Roach, Food and Water Watch 

“Education and mobilization is the solution. If people are aware, they 
will do the right thing.”— Diana Seales, East Michigan Environmental 
Action Council 

“The solution is for people to come together and educate themselves so 
communities have control.”— William Copeland, Bogg s Center 

“We need to nationalize water under the Government, but not with the 
same people running it. With the right folks, we won’t have water you 
can’t drink, or shut offs, or dry cities like Dallas. Nationalization gets 
people fighting in their own interests. Then we can talk about really 
owning the water.” — Marian Kramer, Michigan Welfare Rights 
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Crisis deepens in Rust Belt 

Citizens abandoned, 
left to our own devices 




Demanding the right to water in Michigan. 
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BY CLAIRE MCCLINTON 

The Hometown headlines read, 
“Slaying Brings Pleas for Peace” 
(regarding the shooting death of a 
five-year-old caught in crossfire) 
and “Girl Seven ‘Critical’ After 
Firebombing.” Is this Beirut or 
possibly Baghdad?? No, these are 
stories, believe it or not, from 
Flint, Michigan. The erosion of 
good paying jobs is taking a heavy 
toll on the life and the quality of 
life of citizens here. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the government will not dis¬ 
patch an envoy or send emergency 
aid to alleviate the pain and 
suffering. 

A new Brookings Institute Re¬ 
port outlines in raw numbers how 
devastating the situation has be¬ 
come. Profiling the dire straits of 
the entire Great Lakes Region, the 
report notes that over 1.1 million 
factory jobs have been lost just 
since 2000! Of those profiled in 
the seven state areas, Michigan is 
the worst, where nearly one in 
every four factory workers lost a 
job between 2000 and 2005. The 
erosion of good paying jobs in 
places like Flint is not new, but 
the pace of these losses has esca¬ 


lated in recent years. For instance, 
the report says that since 1995, 
ONE in every TWO factory work¬ 
ers has lost jobs here. 

With Auto Barons such as Del¬ 
phi exercising what analysts call 
the “nuclear option” commonly 
known as bankruptcy, these com¬ 
panies won’t stop at destroying 
jobs, but seek to change forever 
Pensions and Healthcare as we 
know it. 

The escalation of violent crime, 
living without electricity, living 
without water, facing evictions 
and more — the new dynamic 
global economy has human conse¬ 
quences that we cannot accept. 

As we go to press, Soldiers of 
Solidarity, an activist rank and file 
organization, are mobilizing se¬ 
niors, retirees, and all concerned 
citizens to March on Delphi Head¬ 
quarters in Troy, Mich., August 
11,2006. This is the day scheduled 
for the Bankruptcy Judge to ren¬ 
der a decision on whether to void 
union contracts with Delphi. (The 
Judge had already approved 
bonuses for Delphi Executives). 

See the People's Tribune on the 
web at www.peoplestribune.org. 


this space 

it was going to be enough: this space 

of the turning season: enough but for the pretty young mother 
with a child and baby in a stroller begging near Embarcadero Station 

“I need enough money for a cup of coffee and 
maybe a little piece of cake in there” 


kicking to live 


— Sarah Menefee 


a little spark of life in every body 

kicking to live struggling to live: unkillable desire 

coterminous with the great starry stretch of it 

the light of day: that gentle fire 


— Sarah Menefee 


Sarah Menefee has a new book of extraordinary poetry, Human Star. 
Her other books include I’m Not Thousandfurs and The Blood About 
the Heart. She has been a homeless and anti-hunger activist. She is 
available to speak through Speakers for a New America at 
http ://www. speaker sforane wamerica. com. 
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SOARING 

ENERGY 

PROFITS: 

The earth 
belongs to 
the people. 
Take it back! 

FROM THE EDITORS 


Scowling as the dollar 
price whirls past 40 and 
cursing the pump as you 
hang up the nozzle isn’t 
going to solve the prob¬ 
lem. We have to under¬ 
stand a problem before 
we can solve it. The 

problem is that socially necessary production, such as energy, is privately owned and 
distributed only for profit. Exxon Mobil (XOM), for example, announced on July 27 
that it had a record net income of $10.36 billion during the second quarter. Combine 
the forecasted 2006 earnings of BP, Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron, Total, Cono- 
coPhillips, and ExxonMobil, and you get roughly $135 billion, a sum greater than the 
gross domestic product of the Czech Republic or Israel. Do you still think they give a 
hoot about your welfare? So what is the solution? Socially necessary production must 
be owned by society. This earth belongs to the people who inhabit it. Take it back! 
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OUR MOST RECENT PROGRAMS: 

Immigration 

People building the movement to defend immigrant workers speak 
about the mass actions, the bills to criminalize immigrants and 
their supporters, and the need to unite immigrants with all 
workers to confront global capital. 

Community vs. Corporate Rule 

As corporate rule attempts to control Benton Harbor, Mich., 
the community and supporters stand up, sharing the history of the struggle. 
Their story provides insight into the situation taking place across the US. 


pie’s Tribune 



On the web @ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 
for sample copies 


THE FUTURE 
IS UP TO US! 

What is communism? 

This column is excerpts from the 
book, “The Future is Up To Us: A 
Revolutionary Talking Politics with 
the American People,” by Nelson 
Peery. Send your thoughts to 
info@peoplestribune.org. 

To order the book send $12 to 
Speakers for a New America Books, 
c/o People’s Tribune, P.0. Box 3524, 

Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

I finished an interview on “Good Day, Atlanta,” 
a popular morning television show. From there, I 
went to Underground Atlanta, the old railroad 
station that has been converted into a popular 
eating and shopping center. I had started eating 
my lunch when the waiter said, “Hey, I saw you 
on TV. I thought that stuff you were saying was 
right on, man.” Then I noticed a white guy 
standing to the side of me patiently waiting for 
me to notice him. Southerners are still polite. I 
stood up and invited him to please sit down. He 
declined, saying his family was waiting for him. 
Then he went on to say he had seen the inter¬ 
view. “I’m from Vicksburg, Mississippi and 
there is no way for me to be a communist. I’m 
not going to agree with you, but I want to tell 
you that this was the only sensible resolution of 
this problem that I’ve heard so far and we’d bet¬ 
ter resolve the problem, soon.” We all agree on 
what the problem is: something must be done to 
guarantee people at least the means of survival. 

I think he summarized the attitude of a large 
number of people, who, for ideological reasons, 
are not prepared to accept communism, but un¬ 
derstand there is no other way. Either the method 
of distribution is changed to guarantee the neces¬ 
sities of life to those without employment, or we 
will have to coexist with growing numbers of 
bodies in the streets. In the winter of 1998 in 
Chicago, there were 40 or 50 bodies a month 
found along the roadsides and in the shelters. 

The numbers are growing and either we deal 
with it or it will reach epidemic proportions. 

Many people think communism is a political 
system. It is difficult to tell them that it is an eco¬ 
nomic system. Computerized production is mak¬ 
ing fifty cars today with five workers. Fifty 
industrial workers are making five cars. The 
workers cannot reproduce their wages. There¬ 
fore, the capitalist class is getting wealthier and 
the people of the earth are getting poorer. They 
are going to organize to get what they need for 
their daily lives. We have to show that given the 
automated character of production, the goals of 
peace, freedom and social democracy are only 
attainable with a collective or communist system. 

What is communism? First, it is a system that 
allows every person to contribute to society. I 
place this first because self worth, the founda¬ 
tion of happiness, is based on social contribu¬ 
tion. Secondly, it is the rational distribution of’ 
the necessaries of life according to need. 

What is needed today is educators who will 
help the people understand what they already 
know. More than that, we need speakers who are 
capable of explaining the situation and the in¬ 
evitable resolution in such a way as to excite 
people for their historic revolutionary tasks. 
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Call ’em Out! — An organization that 
hoids elected officials accountable 


BY PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE STAFF 


Call 4 em-Out!!! holds the elected officials in the 
city of Detroit accountable. Agnes Hitchcock, stew¬ 
ard of the organization, says, “Insincere people call 
themselves grassroots to manipulate the poor in order 
to benefit themselves. In our community, we ostracize 
the gatekeepers who aren’t serving our interests.” 
Agnes says privatization and give-aways to the corpo¬ 
rations are part of an effort to make it too expensive 
for the poor to live in the City of Detroit, but that peo¬ 
ple are waking up. 

The group’s key battle has been the state’s takeover 
of the Detroit school system and the dismantling of 
the city by elected officials. She says, “When the state 
took over the school system, the people had only re¬ 
cently elected a new school board. A community plan 
designed to improve education called Cornerstone 
was in place. Graduation rates were rising and absen¬ 
tee and drop out rates were decreasing. MEAP test 
scores showed great improvement. Then, after the 
take-over, we were flooded with charter schools 
where teachers didn’t have to be accredited. The 
school system started to plummet.” 

“The state take over was after the $1.5 million capi¬ 
tal improvement funds the taxpayers had voted in to 
update Detroit schools. No-bid contracts were let out. 
Aramark was installed as the food service provider 
(which knocked out the Detroit union people.)” The 
company served spoiled milk, moldy bread, and green 
hot dogs, sickening the children, said Agnes. “The 
state and corporations were also after land. They in¬ 
tended to start a land bank authority on the state level 
to take land from Detroit. CaU’em-Out!! protested at 
the homes of elected officials who conspired with peo¬ 
ple outside the city to take over the school system and 
the land.” 

“When the grassroots elected Kwame Kenyatta to 
City Council, a person who was supposed to be for the 
downtrodden, his first resolution was to take power 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
NEEDS DONATIONS 

It costs from $1,800 to $2,000 to print 
and mail the People’s Tribune each 
month. We have no paid staff; all labor 
for writing, editing and production is 
donated. Some photographs and art¬ 
work is donated, while some we must 
buy. We can only survive and grow with 
the ongoing financial support of our 
readers. 

A donation of $70 allows us to print an 
extra 1000 papers. A $200 donation 
allows us to print an issue in color. 

Be part of making history! Send your 
donation today! 

Send your donations to People’s 
Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, III. 
60654-3524. 



Call ’em Out! protests at the homes of Detroit 
elected officials who refuse to serve the interests 
of the poor. photos/courtesy of call ’em outi 

from the people in a rule that the Council, rather than 
the voters, would replace vacant members. Then, 
when it came to privatization of the city’s resources, 
Kenyatta’s vote helped to turn control of the Detroit 
Zoo over to the people who don’t have the people’s 
interest. Then came a water increase. The issue was 
to install a water affordability program before a water 
rate increase was granted because 45,000 households 
received shut off notices over a period of one year. 
City Council voted to use a different formulation for 
those who live inside and outside Detroit. Kenyatta’s 
vote was one, which approved the water rate increase 
on low-income people who were already unable to 
pay water bills. We went to Kwame Kenyatta’s house 
and protested. We put a spotlight on people who sell 
the people out.” 

Call’em-Out! Is now protesting a new garbage fee of 
$300 where the poor will subsidize the rich. The City 
stopped bulk pickup. “The city is getting dirtier and 
people have no way to rid themselves of the trash,” 
Agnes says, “Detroit is the poorest big city in nation. 
Median income is $27,000 — City Council members 
make $80,000. There’s 45,000 water shuts offs and 
30,000 at any given time have no gas or electricity.” 
Agnes said the former mayor Dennis Archer gave the 
Compuware Corporation land in downtown Detroit with 
tax breaks for years, supposedly to bring jobs. Yet no 
jobs have been created. They brought their personnel 
from outside Detroit. “Now a private charter school that 
we funded is being set up inside the company so people 
can bring their children to work with them, “ she said. 

Agnes has no political aspirations. “I simply refuse 
to have people mistreat me and accept it in silence. I 
speak out to let them know mistreatment will be done 



with some opposition. We can’t continue to take this.” 
Agnes says her vision is a society where especially the 
poor have basic needs met— food clothing shelter, 
medical care, and an opportunity for employment to 
take care of a family. 

CaU’em-Out! Is on the web at 
http: //hometown. aol .com/c allemou t/ 
CallemOutUpdate.html or 
313-874-2792. 
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Rev. Floyd D. Harris, Jr., leads a Madera, Calif., march last year protesting the shooting of Brother Everardo Tor¬ 
res, who was shot to death while handcuffed in a police car. The officer was not charged. 


Minister speaks about fight 
for justice in Fresno, Calif. 


The People's Tribune recently inter¬ 
viewed Rev. Floyd D. Harris, Jr., Cali¬ 
fornia State President, National Action 
Network, about the struggle for justice 
in Fresno, California. 

BY SANDY REID 


People Tribune: What have you 
learned in the fight for justice? 

Rev. Harris: That you can’t fight the 
“power structure” — the government 
— without a plan. Once you attack 
them, they attack you. People living in 
the twenty-first century dealing with in¬ 
justice can’t let their emotions get in 
front of them. Knowledge is Power. We 
need to think ahead. The government 
wants the American people to be clue¬ 
less. We must train our youth and 
everyone to become liberators. We must 
understand that everything is political. 
For example, Bush’s faith based initia¬ 
tives allow police to go into poor com¬ 
munities and hold monthly meetings 
with the pastors, and con the people 
into giving information by bringing hot 
dogs and a bounce house. This is how 
we get co-opted. 

I travel to different cities across 
America and ask people, who is your 
Senator? Assemblyman or Assembly¬ 


woman? Governor? Mayor? City Coun¬ 
cil? County Supervisor? and Chief of 
Police? and I get, “Who is that?” Until 
we build an education foundation on 
how local government operates in each 
community, we will never be successful 
in getting liberation. If I’m dealing with 
a racial profiling or police shooting case, 
I do an investigation and analysis. We 
have to educate the people on who their 
representatives are and how they vote. 
Then you can intelligently hold them ac¬ 
countable. Today, I see people hollering, 
but not a lot of grassroots education. 

People Tribune: What’s new about 
the struggle today? 

Rev. Harris: We have to understand 
there are certain economic classes of 
people. For example, I’m the only 
African American ministry in Fresno on 
the front line fighting for the liberation 
of people. We have hundreds of church¬ 
es more concerned about having pas¬ 
tor’s appreciations, usher board meetings, 
or two week convocations. We have 
Black pastors who don’t live in the 
community they serve and who feel the 
need to build a church in a white com¬ 
munity. They aren’t worried about 
racial profiling, affordable housing, en¬ 
vironmental racism, quality education 
or air and water pollution. Black and 


brown people are being shot in the 
back, but they are not concerned about 
that, or a living wage, because they are 
living good. Do you expect them to 
come to the poor community and fight 
for justice? Hell No! We have to come 
together and fight like Hell to keep the 
flame lit. Living in the twenty-first 
century “scared” should not be in our 
vocabulary 

My generation is suffering from a 
lack of leaders willing to take a bold 
stand against injustice. Civil rights or¬ 
ganizations, young and old, are con¬ 
cerned with having banquets and giving 
out awards, but will not bust a grape for 
the move against injustice. What hap¬ 
pened coming out of the 1960’s? Why 
did people get comfortable? These 
groups use the past struggles to punk 
corporate America into giving them 
money. Individuals like Rev. Edward 
Pinkney and myself and others, are not 
in this fight for fame. We are dealing 
with the root of the problem in the com¬ 
munity, not the surface. We are here for 
the liberation of our people. 

Rev. Harris is available to speak 
through Speakers for a New America. 
Call 800-691-6888. Contact Rev. Har¬ 
ris at www.nancal.org. 


Writer clarifies drug 
epidemic article 

Dear People’s Tribune 

The article I wrote, “Suburban 
Drug Epidemic Becomes Racial 
Persecution” for your July, 2006 
issue was very well-received. I 
did notice something that needed 
to be corrected. Eugene Atkins 
was told by the prosecutor and 
his own Defense Attorney that to 
avoid getting a life sentence, he 
should plead guilty. He did this 
because he didn’t want to spend 
his life in prison. But, later, he 
realized that his plea was messed 
up. He then wrote the judge to 
the effect that he really is not 
guilty and was coerced. So this 
is a pretty big difference, though 
the point was still made in the ar¬ 
ticle that the justice system was 
not serving justice in the case. 

At Eugene Atkins’ sentencing 
on July 17, he received a life 
sentence. 

The Grand Rapids Times (a 
weekly distributed paper for the 
Black community in Grand 
Rapids) asked if they could use 
the article for an op-ed piece in 
their paper, and I agreed. I’m 
now using the article and the 
People’s Tribune to get in contact 
with other local media outlets to 
see if they can begin covering 
more justice struggles in the state 
of Michigan. Also, I’ve been 
given the first show of the new 
season of “Oh Say Can You 

5. E.E.,” on Grand Rapids Cable 
Access. I will be having Rev. 
Edward Pinkney of Benton Har¬ 
bor on the show and a member of 
the Atkins family on September 

6, 2006. It will be about the in¬ 
justice in this justice system and 
how we can fight for something 
better. We will be able to 
highlight Rev. Pinkney’s case 
in preparation for his trial in 
September. 

For the revolution, 

Cole Dorsey 
616-881-5263 



Eugene Atkins 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR. MICH. 

HOW THE GOVERNMENT MANIPULATED 
THE WAR ON DRUGS TO CREATE 
A SLAVE PRISON MARKET 


BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Beware, poor Blacks, Hispanics, 
whites — and all the have-nots. Each of 
you out there better start keeping your 
mind on your freedom and your free¬ 
dom on your mind. 

UNICOR is the proud symbol of a 
government owned corporation for the 
prison industry with 100 or more facto¬ 
ries operating inside Federal prisons. 
The CEO of UNICOR and Congress 
get cheap labor from 23 cents to $1.15 
per hour from factory working inmates. 
Are they from South Africa? No! from 
Cuba? No! from Mexico? No! The in¬ 
mates come from poor communities 
scattered across this nation. When 
translated, this means that a whole lot of 
poor Blacks, Hispanics, and whites, the 
have-nots, are in serious trouble, in life- 
threatening danger. 

Inmates are one of this country’s 
greatest assets. With the average Feder¬ 


al inmate serving time related to drug 
offices, inmates are becoming one of 
the government’s most precious “drug 
law commodities.” What makes this so 
scandalous is that it was orchestrated 
and systematically brought into exis¬ 
tence through our nation’s so-called 
“war on drugs,” or what is actually, the 
Feds’ counterfeit fake drug war. 

In addition, minorities are 76% of the 
prison population while 79.5% of the 
government’s judicial and Bureau of 
Prisons staff (judges, prosecutors, 
agents, counselors, nurses and prison 
guards,) are white. Is there any doubt 
that this is a clear-cut manifestation of 
institutionalized racism? How can they 
justify this? 

Contrary to popular belief, the true 
agenda of the “war on drugs” was never 
to stop nor significantly curtail the large 
flow of illegal drugs entering the United 
States (which it failed to accomplish). 
Instead,the main objectives of the “war 


on drugs” were to: 

1. Boost UNICOR profits by maxi¬ 
mizing its inmate labor. 

2. Create a large and long term viable 
job market for the primary benefit of 
American capitalists. 

3. Achieve these objectives at the pri¬ 

mary and immediate expense of Ameri¬ 
ca’s poor population: Blacks, 

Hispanics, and poor whites. 

All three of these politically tyranni¬ 
cal goals have been successfully ac¬ 
complished. The State and Federal 
UNICOR prison industry is booming. 
Prison population has risen more than 
1500% between 1981 and 2006. 

With this in mind, you should now 
have a clear understanding as to the true 
reason behind our nation’s long running 
and seemingly incurable illegal drug 
problem. Poor Blacks, Hispanics, 
whites and all you have-nots better start 
keeping your mind on your freedom 
and freedom on your mind. 



CORRUPT BENTON HARBOR, MICH. 

CITY COMMISSIONER FACES FELONY CHARGE 


Benton Harbor City Commissioner 
Harold Hampton has been charged with 
forging a certificate of car insurance. 
This was his third arrest within the last 
couple of years. A St. Joseph Police De¬ 
partment Report says Hampton was 
pulled over on December 5, 2005 and 
could not produce proof of car insur¬ 
ance. Later that day, he went to a 
Berrien County Trial Court and showed 
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Rev. Edward Pinkney. 
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Magistrate Steve Doak a fake State 
Farm Certificate of Insurance, the police 
reported. Hampton was charged on July 
17, 2006. 

Harold Hampton claims he was the 
person who initiated the fake charges of 
voter fraud against me. 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 


A demonstration against the corrupt justice system in Benton Harbor, Mich. 

PHOTO/SANDY REID 


What’s the solution 
to poverty? 

FROM THE EDITORS 

All of the problems in our 
communities today stem 
from the growing poverty. 
The anti-Black “war on 
drugs and crime,” which 
arose in the 1980s, gave po¬ 
lice the green light to use 
force against people in poor 
neighborhoods, regardless 
of color. The money could 
have been better spent on 
schools and services, but 
the plan was to use the 
“drug war” to strip the poor 
of their rights. This was a 
prelude to eliminating 
everyone’s rights — except 
those with fabulous wealth. 
The millions in poverty are 
a threat to the system be¬ 
cause their needs can’t be 
met by this system today. 
The poor are forced to fight 
for a new America, free of 
want, with justice and coop¬ 
eration. If the people unite 
around this struggle of the 
poor and their vision of a 
new society, a new world 
can be won. 



























